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AUUTHOR’S PREFACE.
o

e Government of Madrae ssnotionsd in 1027 the
prablieation of the English-Sora and the Sora-English
Dictionuries and approved of my propesal to use the
plionetic symbols to represent the suuﬂda of the _Sum
language. The Agency Eduecationai D[‘nc_cr (who is ~n
QOriya) objecred 1o the use of the phonstic Ej-'l:t.blﬂfi and
urged the erployment of the letrers of the Oriya alpha-
het.. The Director of Public Iastruction referred the
question fo the Agent to the Governorin (Gan j.?.m, who
called on me to explain my reasons for ul:iupj::r.ng: the
phonetic symbols. Much time was lost during thiy
controverst ; after some correspondence Mr. C. Henderson,
who was then Apgent to the (Goveruor, rejected the
proposal of the Agency Edueationul Officer. The Director
. F Public Instruction having agreed with Mr. Henderson,
it was finally decided that the phonetic symbols should
be. nsed in the dietionaries which I was required to
compile. The arguments I adyanced in support of the
phonefic symbols sre summarised in the Manual of the
Sora Langnage (see Autlor’s Preface, pp. xi—xii). The
advantages of what is called * Lutin alphabet ““are recog-
nized by Statesmen in Turkey, Russia, China and Japan.
“The ecomplicated Arabic alphabet, ©caloulated, as iE
were, to prolong the cultural sleep of the Arabie people
has beer replaced by the Latin alphabet. Agzerbaijan
wis the first Muhammadan State in Soviet Ruossia to
renonnes the Arabic seript eyen before the Kemalist
Turkey.™

In order to bring home to *the Oriya Hdocational
Ofticers the ads antages of teaching Sora children to write
Sors. words in the phonetic alphabet, my son, Sitapati
and I conducted an experiment in the Government Sora
School at Serango in the heast of the Fora country in the
presence of the Agent to the Governor and his assistants
besides the teachers of the school on the 8rd November
1930, when a Durbar of the Chiefs of the Hillmen was
held. A zeport on this experiment was submitted to the







