
FALL 2014 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

 

NOTE:  Students are advised that the following descriptions are 

specific to the semester indicated, and are meant to supplement, 

not replace, the general course descriptions given in the General 

and Graduate Information Catalog and reproduced in our 

Program Description. 

 

Ling 102―Introduction to the Study of Language 

(Jacob Terrell & Staff) 
This course provides students an initial opportunity to 

examine language from an analytical and scientific point of 

view. Students will learn that there are many misconceptions 

about language, its development, structure and use. As the 

course progresses students often reevaluate their own 

conceptions about language as they learn how it is integrated 

within cognition, culture, history, and society.  

 Linguistics 102 is a writing-intensive (WI) course and 

students will receive WI credit upon successful completion of 

the course requirements. This course is offered in both a 

traditional lecture format and through the Unit Mastery program. 

 

Ling 105―Language Endangerment 

(Jacob Terrell) 
This is an introductory course that focuses on language 

endangerment, globalization, and indigenous peoples. Many of 

us in Hawai‘i are familiar with the endangerment and then 

subsequent revitalization efforts for Hawaiian. Still, few 

understand that this is a global issue, not only a local one. In 

fact, there are around 7,000 languages in the world, and some 

linguists estimate that as many as half of these will become 

extinct by the end of this century. Therefore, the purpose of this 

course is to expose students to this gravity of this phenomenon 

on a global scale. Students will be introduced to case studies on 

language endangerment and revitalization from around the world 

and throughout history—from the viewpoints of both indigenous 

speakers and outsiders.  

 Linguistics 105 fulfills the Foundation Global (FG(B)) 

General Education requirement, and students will receive FG(B) 

credit upon successful completion of the course requirements. 

This course is only offered through the Unit Mastery program. 

 

Ling 150B/150C―Language in Hawai‘i and the Pacific  

(150B, Unit Mastery format;  

150C, sections 1 – 4, Lecture format) 
 This course offers students an introduction to both 

historical and contemporary issues concerning language in 

Hawai‘i and the Pacific, acquainting them with the wealth of 

resources available on the Mānoa campus, on O‘ahu, and 

beyond.  Focusing on the languages of Polynesia, Micronesia, 

and Melanesia, the course covers topics such as: language and 

history, language and culture, structure and sound systems, 

language contact, pidgins and creoles, language documentation 

and revitalization, literacy and education, and others.    

 Please note that section 1 of Ling 150B is offered 

through the Unit Mastery program and satisfies the HAPs 

General Education requirement. Ling 150C sections 1 – 4 are 

offered in the traditional lecture format and satisfy both WI and 

HAPs General Education requirements. 

Ling 320―General Linguistics 

(William O’Grady) 
Introduction to the formal analysis of language, 

focusing on phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, 

semantics, historical linguistics, language acquisition, and 

related topics. 

 

Ling 344―Languages of the World 

(James Woodward) 

 Typically courses on languages of the world focus on 

spoken languages and provide a survey of major spoken 

language families; as well as a variety of grammatical structures 

illustrated by selected spoken languages.  In the Fall semester of 

2014, however, LING 344 Languages of the World will focus 

for the first time on sign languages of the world and the unique 

insights sign languages provide into the nature of Human 

Language.  In particular the course will illustrate that the history 

and structure of sign languages are not dependent on spoken 

languages in the same community, and that the classification of 

sign language families must be determined independently of 

spoken languages in the same community.  Sign languages to be 

discussed include, but are not limited to:  American Sign 

Language, Australian Sign Language, Bangkok Sign Language, 

Chiang Mai Sign Language, Hawai’i Sign Language, Ha Noi 

Sign Language, Ho Chi Minh City Language, Hong Kong Sign 

Language, Jakarta Sign Language, Modern Thai Sign Language, 

Providence Island Sign Language, and Yogyakarta Sign 

Language.  Of particular local interest, is the information on 

Hawai`i Sign Language, a critically endangered language, 

currently being documented in the Department of Linguistics at 

UHM 

Prerequisite: None 

 

Ling 410―Articulatory Phonetics 

(Victoria Anderson) 

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to 

the types of speech sounds found in the world’s languages, and 

to give them the tools and skills to transcribe and analyze speech 

in linguistic fieldwork or clinical settings. 

Specifically, students: 

 Learn about human vocal tract anatomy and 

how it functions in making speech sounds. 

 Receive training in describing, transcribing, 

recognizing and producing these sounds. 

 Learn what phonemes, allophones and natural 

classes of sounds are, and learn to observe 

basic phonological processes that govern 

allophonic alternations. 

 Gain knowledge about the acoustic correlates 

of different types of articulations. 

 

Ling 415―Language & Gender 

(Katie Drager) 

How does language affect the way we think about 

sexuality and the sexes?  And how do we use language to 

express our gendered identities within the context of our culture 

and society?  In this course, we will investigate stereotypes 
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about the sexes, the construction of social personae through 

language use, and society's expectations regarding sexuality, 

behavior, and language use.  We will explore the link between 

language and gender through conducting projects in the field.  

No previous knowledge of linguistics is required. 

 

Ling 422―Introduction to Grammatical Analysis 

(William O’Grady) 

The purpose of this course is to provide an introduction 

to the basic concepts and phenomena of syntactic analysis.  We 

will begin by considering the basis tools of syntactic analysis 

(syntactic categories, thematic roles, and grammatical relations).  

We will then use these tools to analyze a variety of syntactic 

phenonema, including case, agreement, voice (passivization, 

antipassivization, etc.), causativization, relativization and 

question formation.  Data will be drawn from a variety of 

languages, with a focus on languages of Asia and the Pacific. 

No prior course in syntax is presupposed, but it is 

assumed that students have had an introductory course in 

linguistics that includes training in linguistic analysis (e.g., Ling 

320 or its equivalent). 

 

 

 

Ling 621―Phonology 

(Patricia Donegan) 
This course is a continuing discussion of phonology. It 

will emphasize the description and structure of phonological 

systems, and it will give considerable attention to phonological 

theory and its basis. We will discuss the relationship between 

phonology and phonetics, the nature and interactions of 

phonological processes, and the relation of processes to lexical 

representations and prosodic units.  We will consider features 

and their justification, contrast,  prosodic units (moras, syllables, 

feet, words), autosegmental structure, functionalism, variation, 

and markedness. We’ll begin with natural phonology, and then 

we’ll consider some of the main structures and mechanisms of 

generative phonology.  We’ll look at these first in derivational 

terms and then we’ll consider the non-derivational view 

(Optimality Theory) We’ll look at these first in derivational 

terms and then we’ll consider the non-derivational view 

(Optimality Theory), where constraints and their interactions, 

rather than processes, are central.  We will also consider some 

claims of exemplar theory.  If time permits we will look briefly 

at phonological acquisition and change.  

A set of readings will be made available on line or in 

hard copy.  Authors include: Blevins, Bybee, Calabrese, 

Clements, Donegan & Stampe, Ewen & van der Hulst, Gordon, 

Haspelmath, Hayes, Kager, Odden, Pierrehumbert, Rice, and 

Steriade.  

Students will be expected to read broadly, complete 

exercises, make class presentations, and write a term  paper.  

 

Ling 630―Field Methods 

(Lyle Campbell) 
 This course is designed to develop the students’ skills 

in linguistic fieldwork, including gathering data in an organized, 

careful, and culturally and ethically appropriate manner; 

databasing; and linguistic analysis. The students works with a 

language consultant, usually a speaker of a little-known 

language. This year the language will be Kamano, a Papuan 

language of Papua New Guinea. The course focuses on 

developing skills necessary for linguistic analysis and 

documentation of previously little described languages. 

 The course goals are: 

(i) To give ‘hands-on’ experience in 

linguistic elicitation work with a native 

speaker of a language you have not 

previously studied. 

(ii) To describe the basic structure of the 

language based on your own analysis of 

the data you collect. To develop a sketch 

of the phonology, morphology, and syntax 

of the language (as far as this is possible 

in this context). 

(iii) To relate your own linguistic interests to 

aspects of the investigation; where 

appropriate, to apply aspects of linguistic 

theory and analysis to the data obtained. 

(iv) To develop some degree of familiarity 

with the language in the context of its 

culture, geography, and history. 

(v) To learn good practices in terms of data 

management, metadata, archiving, etc. 

Textbook: Linguistic Fieldwork: A practical guide by 

Claire Bowern. 2008. New York: Palgrave-Macmillan. (Cheaper 

used copies are available at various internet sites (e.g. 

amazon.com, and abebooks.com). A cheaper eBook version may 

be available from various sources. A hardcopy is also available 

for loan from the instructor. Additional readings as assigned will 

be made available by the instructor. 

 

Ling 640G―Space and Landscape in Language and 

Documentation  

(Andrea Berez) 

 This course is an in-depth investigation of the role of 

spatial concepts, specifically those linked to the natural 

landscape, in grammatical systems of languages worldwide.  The 

course is divided into three major sections: (i) space and 

landscape in cognition; (ii) typological comparisons of the 

lexicon, morphology, and syntax languages use to express 

geographic and spatial concepts; and (iii) research into projects 

and methods of documenting spatial language and landscape 

cognition in linguistic fieldwork, including Geographic 

Information Systems. 

 Readings are based on a required text (Levinson 2003, 

Space in Language and Cognition) and supplementary articles.  

Coursework will be seminar-style discussion and will include a 

culminating final project and work in the GIS laboratory at 

Hamilton Library. 

 Required prerequisites: LING 420 and 422 or 

equivalent (completed); LING 68 or equivalent (concurrent or 

completed). 

 Suggested prerequisite: one course in Typology will be 

helpful (but not required). 

 

Ling 640G(2)― An Introduction to the Structure of Hawai`i 

Sign Language 

(James Woodward) 

This course provides students with introductory 

information about Hawai`i Sign Language, a critically 

endangered language isolate that developed independently of all 
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other know languages.  The course has three major components, 

each comprising approximately one-third of course content:  1) 

theory, 2) language skills development, and 3) practical research.  

The theoretical component includes presentations on such topics 

as language endangerment and preservation; the particular 

sociolinguistic situation of Hawai`i Sign Language; transcription 

of sign languages, with particular reference to Hawai`i Sign 

Language; basic linguistic characteristics of Hawai`i Sign 

Language; and sign language lexicography; among others.  

During the part of the course related to language skills 

development, students will develop basic conversational skills in 

Hawai`i Sign Language through interaction with fluent Deaf 

users of Hawai`i Sign Language.  Finally, the practical research 

component will involve students in supervised activities related 

to various aspects of the on-going documentation of Hawai`i 

Sign Language, including but not limited to historical library 

research, sign photography, processing of sign photographs into 

line drawings, sign videotaping, production of a dictionary of 

Hawai`i Sign Language, and production of teaching materials for 

Hawai`i Sign Language. 

 

Ling 640S―Sociolinguistics 

(Katie Drager) 

This class focuses on the relationship between language and 

society and on the different functions of language in society.  In 

particular, it will cover different ways of investigating socially-

conditioned linguistic variation in spoken language as well as 

people’s attitudes toward the variation and social motivations 

behind it.   

 

Topics covered include: 

 language change 

 language attitudes 

 language contact, maintenance, and death 

 pidgins and creoles 

 code-switching 

 language and gender 

 language and ethnicity 

 social stratification 

 identity construction 

 

This course will give students hands-on experience with 

conducting sociolinguistic interviews and analyzing 

sociolinguistic variables.  It is intended for students who wish to 

gain practical skills to be used in the field.  More details about 

the course can be found at: 

http://www.katiedrager.com/ling640s.html 

 

Ling 645―Comparative Method 

(Robert Blust) 

This course will provide an introduction to 

the principles of historical linguistics. It will begin 

with a survey of the world's language families before 

considering the content of historical linguistics. We 

will then examine the concepts of linguistic 

reconstruction and change through a problem-solving 

approach. Specific topics that will be addressed 

include: 

1. the Neogrammarian "Regularity Hypothesis", 

2. "realistic" vs. "strict constructionist" approaches 

to phonological reconstruction, 

3. "naturalness" in phonological change, 

4. theories of sound change, 

5. issues in subgrouping (family tree vs. wave 

model, etc), 

6. the non-linguistic uses of historical linguistics. 

Grades will be based on a short research 

report (due during the first month), a mid-term, a 

term paper and a final exam. 

Text: Historical Linguistics: An 

Introduction, edited by Lyle Campbell, 2004, 2nd 

Edition, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 

 

Ling 670―Language Development 

(Kamil Deen) 
This course is concerned with the question of how 

children acquire their native language.  The primary focus is on 

grammatical development, how children develop grammatical 

knowledge of their language and the various stages that they 

pass through on the way to adult competence.  The development 

of  phonotactic/phonological, morphological, syntactic, and 

lexical competence is investigated, with discussion of real child 

language data – what children perceive, say, and comprehend in 

the course of development.  While the class is heavily theory-

oriented (with the first few weeks dedicated to discussion of the 

major approaches to language acquisition), considerable 

attention is paid to the description of data from a variety of 

languages.  Additionally, the development of language in special 

populations (eg. deaf children) and under special circumstances 

(eg. bilinguialism, acquisition beyond the “critical period”) is 

discussed.  This course has a research project requirement. 

 

Ling 680—Introduction to Language Documentation 

(Lyle Campbell) 
 This introduction to documentary linguistics explores 

the main themes in language endangerment and language 

documentation. Students learn the major concepts and concerns, 

contents, theoretical implications, and methods involving 

language documentation, especially documentation of 

endangered languages. This involves learning about the status of 

the world’s languages, what happens to the structure of 

endangered languages, how language documentation contributes 

to linguistic theory, and in particular how languages are 

documented. It provides foundational training required to 

undertake language documentation, including how to prepare for 

the field, how to get funding, how to collect and analyze data, 

how to write a grammar and dictionary, and ethics of fieldwork.  

Textbook:  There is no textbook for this course. 

Required readings are available on Laulima. 

 

Ling 750F―Phonetic Fieldwork on Endangered Languages 

(Victoria Anderson) 

 This course provides firsthand, practical experience in a 

variety of linguistic phonetic fieldwork techniques, and applies 

these techniques to endangered or underdocumented languages.  

Participants should come prepared to work on a language of 

interest, and practice collecting and analyzing various sounds 

and perceived by native speakers.  Instrumental phonetic 

methods such as palatography and ultrasound visualization; the 

collection of acoustic, aerodynamic and video records; and the 

preparation of perception tests will be illustrated.  The course 

will also focus on how to empirically analyze the resulting 

http://www.katiedrager.com/ling640s.html
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information, in order to add to what linguists know about the 

phonetic structures of endangered languages.  Issues of human 

subject protection, such as informed consent, privacy, and 

acknowledgement will also be discussed. 

 

Ling 750G―Professional Development 

(Andrea Berez) 

 In this course students will participate in the planning 

and running of the 4
th

 International Conference on Language 

Documentation and Conservation, including reviewing abstracts, 

establishing sub-committees covering liaisons with participants, 

program design, social events and other aspects of the 

conference.  They will assist in the running of the conference. 

 

IS 750―Topics in Biocultural Diversity and Conservation 

(Kenneth Rehg) 

The maintenance of biocultural diversity is the central challenge 

of our time. In this course, students will learn--through lectures, 

readings, and independent studies--of the considerable linkages 

among biological, cultural, and linguistic diversity and will be 

exposed to a trans-disciplinary view of the conservation of 

nature, cultures, and languages. 

The objectives of the course are that, by the end of the 

semester, students will: (1) understand the complex relationships 

that exist among languages, cultures, and the environment, (2) 

know what events and activities lead to the loss of biocultural 

diversity, (3) grasp the essential role that traditional knowledge 

systems play in the maintenance of such diversity, and (4) 

comprehend what must be done to conserve, support, and 

revitalize biocultural diversity. 

Each class will focus on one or more topics related to 

the course objectives and will be led by key UH Mānoa faculty 

from across the campus who have expertise in the areas under 

discussion.  Grades will be based on attendance (10%), periodic 

assignments (20%), project presentation (20%), and a term 

project/paper (50%). 

 

LING 750X―Introduction to the Minimalist Program 

(Yuko Otsuka) 

This course is an introduction to the Minimalist Program (MP), a 

syntactic theory based on feature-checking and the economy of 

derivation (Chomsky 1993, 1995, 2000, 2001). The syllabus 

consists of two parts. In Part I, the basic concepts of the feature 

based approach to syntax are introduced. In Part II, we discuss 

more advanced topics, such as ergativity, V-initial word order, 

and genitive relative constructions. In these practicum sessions, 

we will analyze a relevant data set from various languages, using 

the MP framework. Familiarity with GB and the Principles and 

Parameters approach is assumed.  

Prerequisite: LING622 or consent. 

Textbooks:  Adger, David. 2003. Core Syntax: A 

Minimalist approach. Oxford: Oxford University Press 

and a collection of journal articles  

 

LING 770―Languages of Oceania 

(Kenneth Rehg) 

The first goal of this seminar is to provide a survey of 

the Austronesian languages belonging to the Oceanic subgroup 

(spoken in Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia), with special 

attention given to (a) their (pre)history, (b) their typology, and 

(c) their social and cultural contexts. Students who currently 

serve or wish to serve as GA’s in Ling. 150 will find this course 

to be foundational.  

The second goal is to improve our understanding of the 

level of vitality of these languages. Ethnologue lists 511 

languages belonging to the Oceanic subgroup, of which 192 

(38%) are included in our Endangered Languages Catalog. The 

languages listed in ELCat will consequently be examined in 

terms of their (a) level of documentation, (b) level of 

endangerment, and (c) level of “uniqueness.” The purpose will 

be to triage these languages in order to establish 

recommendations concerning where our documentary efforts 

might best be focused in the future. The outcome of this second 

activity will be a multi-authored paper, to be submitted for 

publication in either Oceanic Linguistics or Language 

Documentation & Conservation. No prior knowledge of Oceanic 

languages is assumed.  

Course Requirements: A proportionate contribution to 

the multi-authored paper, or an individual term paper/project. 

Text: On the Road of the Winds by Patrick Kirch, supplemented 

by electronically-circulated papers and handouts. 

 

LING 770(2)―Survey of the Austronesian Language Family 

(Robert Blust) 

In this course I will try to cover the following topics, 

although limitation of time may make it necessary to skip or 

seriously abbreviate some of these, and they will not be 

necessarily be covered in this order: 1) a brief survey of the 

Austronesian world (geography, physical environment, social 

and cultural background, external contacts, prehistory), 2) a 

survey of major Austronesian languages (national and official 

languages, important lingua francas), and of the most 

endangered languages, 3) language in society (speech levels, 

respect language, gender-based speech differences, secret 

languages, borring, speech strata), 4) sound systems (phoneme 

inventories, morpheme structure, phonological processes),  5) 

the lexicon (numerals and numeration, numeral classifiers, 

demonstratives, pronouns, metaphor, semantic change), 6) 

morphology (morphological typology, submorphemes, affix 

important for word-formation, ablaut, reduplication), 7) syntax 

(voice systems, word order, negation, possessive constructions, 

directional imperatives), 8) reconstruction (PAN phonology, 

phonological reconstruction below the level of PAN), 9) sound 

change (lenition and fortition, assimilation and dissimilation, 

erosion from the right, left and center, epenthesis, metathesis, 

germination, innovations affecting nasals, bizarre sound change, 

the Regularity Hypothesis, drift), 10) classification (problems in 

the demarcation of the Austronesian language family, the 

external relationships of Austronesian, subgrouping, migration 

theory), 11) the world of Austronesian scholarship. 

 

 


