
SPRING 2015 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

 

NOTE:  Students are advised that the following descriptions are 

specific to the semester indicated, and are meant to supplement, 

not replace, the general course descriptions given in the General 

and Graduate Information Catalog and reproduced in our 

Program Description. 

 

Ling 102―Introduction to the Study of Language 

(Jacob Terrell & Staff) 
This course provides students an initial opportunity to 

examine language from an analytical and scientific point of 

view. Students will learn that there are many misconceptions 

about language, its development, structure and use. As the 

course progresses students often reevaluate their own 

conceptions about language as they learn how it is integrated 

within cognition, culture, history, and society.  

 Linguistics 102 is a writing-intensive (WI) course and 

students will receive WI credit upon successful completion of 

the course requirements. This course is offered in both a 

traditional lecture format and through the Unit Mastery program. 

 

Ling 105―Language Endangerment 

(Jacob Terrell) 
This is an introductory course that focuses on language 

endangerment, globalization, and indigenous peoples. Many of 

us in Hawai‘i are familiar with the endangerment and then 

subsequent revitalization efforts for Hawaiian. Still, few 

understand that this is a global issue, not only a local one. In 

fact, there are around 7,000 languages in the world, and some 

linguists estimate that as many as half of these will become 

extinct by the end of this century. Therefore, the purpose of this 

course is to expose students to this gravity of this phenomenon 

on a global scale. Students will be introduced to case studies on 

language endangerment and revitalization from around the world 

and throughout history—from the viewpoints of both indigenous 

speakers and outsiders.  

 Linguistics 105 fulfills the Foundation Global (FG(B)) 

General Education requirement, and students will receive FG(B) 

credit upon successful completion of the course requirements. 

This course is only offered through the Unit Mastery program. 

 

Ling 150B/150C―Language in Hawai‘i and the Pacific  

(150B, Unit Mastery format;  

150C, sections 1 – 4, Lecture format) 
 This course offers students an introduction to both 

historical and contemporary issues concerning language in 

Hawai‘i and the Pacific, acquainting them with the wealth of 

resources available on the Mānoa campus, on O‘ahu, and 

beyond.  Focusing on the languages of Polynesia, Micronesia, 

and Melanesia, the course covers topics such as: language and 

history, language and culture, structure and sound systems, 

language contact, pidgins and creoles, language documentation 

and revitalization, literacy and education, and others.    

 Please note that section 1 of Ling 150B is offered 

through the Unit Mastery program and satisfies the HAPs 

General Education requirement. Ling 150C sections 1 – 4 are 

offered in the traditional lecture format and satisfy both WI and 

HAPs General Education requirements. 

Ling 320―General Linguistics 

(Staff) 
Introduction to the formal analysis of language, 

focusing on phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, 

semantics, historical linguistics, language acquisition, and 

related topics. 

 

Ling 410―Articulatory Phonetics 

(Katie Drager) 

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to 

the types of speech sounds found in the world’s languages, and 

to give them the tools and skills to transcribe and analyze speech 

in linguistic fieldwork or clinical settings. 

Specifically, students: 

 Learn about human vocal tract anatomy and how it 

functions in making speech sounds. 

 Receive training in describing, transcribing, 

recognizing and producing these sounds. 

 Learn what phonemes, allophones and natural 

classes of sounds are, and learn to observe basic 

phonological processes that govern allophonic 

alternations. 

 Gain knowledge about the acoustic correlates of 

different types of articulations. 

 

Ling 414―Introduction to Linguistic Anthropology 

(Emanuel Drechsel) 

CROSS-LISTED WITH ANTH 414 & IS 414 
This class examines the relationships of language to culture 

and society from a broadly defined anthropological perspective, 

and focuses on the following major themes:  

 Nature of language and culture as contrasted with other 

forms of communication and behaviors  

 Language and thought (with special attention to the 

question of linguistic and cultural constraints on “the 

human mind” or linguistic relativity)  

 Language as a means of social identity (including 

relations between language on the one hand and age, 

gender, “race” or ethnicity, prestige, power, and 

additional social factors on the other)  

 Various topics of a specifically sociolinguistic nature 

(such as the role of language in socialization and 

education, first-language acquisition versus second-

language language, bi- and multilingualism, literacy, 

etc.)  

 Language change and its sociocultural dimensions 

(including sociocultural implications of historical-

linguistic reconstructions, language contact, and 

language death)  

ANTH/IS/LING 414 will also pay some attention to the 

sociolinguistic situation of the Hawaiian Islands, which requires 

an examination of not only the relationships of Hawaiian to 

immigrant languages, but also the history of (Hawaiian Creole 

English) “Pidgin” as part of a review of pidgins and creoles.  

Objectives:  Overview of the fourth branch of anthropology, 

inviting students of language and languages to the study of 
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extralinguistics domain as well as introducing anthropology and 

other social-science students to a broadly conceived linguistics; 

improved writing skills along with an enhanced proficiency in 

developing and organizing research projects.  NOTE: This class 

will fulfill an upper-division writing-intensive (WI) requirement. 

Prerequisites:  Introductory cultural anthropology; 

recommended: introductory linguistics 

Texts:  Duranti, Alessandro. 2009. Linguistic Anthropology. 

A Reader. Second Edition. Malden, Mass.: Blackwell Publishing 

Foley, William A. 1997. Anthropological Linguistics. An 

Introduction. Latest Edition. Malden, Mass.: Blackwell 

Publishing 

Strunk, William, Jr., and E.B. White. 2000. The Elements of 

Style. Forth or latest edition.  White Plains, NY: Longman. 

(plus some readings on language change and its 

sociocultural dimensions and Hawaiian Pidgin-Creole English) 

 

Ling 420―Morphology 

(Yuko Otsuka) 

In this course, we examine a variety of morphological 

phenomena and some traditional approaches to morphology. The 

topics discussed include the definition of word, lexicon, 

morphological processes, allomorphy, inflection vs. derivation, 

and productivity.  The objectives of this course are a) to provide 

the students with basic skills for morphological analysis; b) to 

discuss language data that challenge a simplistic definition of 

morpheme as the “smallest meaning-bearing unit”; and c) to 

equip the students with the relevant theoretical background to 

improve their analytical skills.  Examples are cited from various 

languages. As this is a hands-on course on morphology, there 

will be a lot of problem solving assignments, in-class as well as 

homework. Active participation in class discussion is expected. 

Familiarity with syntactic and phonological terminology is 

assumed. 

Pre-requisites: LING320 (or consent); LING422 and 

LING421 (recommended)   

Textbook: Haspelmath, M. and Andrea Sims 2010. 

Understanding morphology. Oxford University Press. 

 

Ling 421―Introduction to Phonological Analysis 

(Patricia Donegan) 
This course is a continuing discussion of phonology. It 

will emphasize the description and structure of phonological 

systems, and it will give considerable attention to phonological 

theory and its basis. We will discuss the relationship between 

phonology and phonetics, the nature and interactions of 

phonological processes, and the relation of processes to lexical 

representations and prosodic units.  We will consider features 

and their justification, contrast,  prosodic units (moras, syllables, 

feet, words), autosegmental structure, functionalism, variation, 

and markedness. We’ll begin with natural phonology, and then 

we’ll consider some of the main structures and mechanisms of 

generative phonology.  We’ll look at these first in derivational 

terms and then we’ll consider the non-derivational view 

(Optimality Theory) We’ll look at these first in derivational 

terms and then we’ll consider the non-derivational view 

(Optimality Theory), where constraints and their interactions, 

rather than processes, are central.  We will also consider some 

claims of exemplar theory.  If time permits we will look briefly 

at phonological acquisition and change.  

A set of readings will be made available on line or in 

hard copy.  Authors include: Blevins, Bybee, Calabrese, 

Clements, Donegan & Stampe, Ewen & van der Hulst, Gordon, 

Haspelmath, Hayes, Kager, Odden, Pierrehumbert, Rice, and 

Steriade.  

Students will be expected to read broadly, complete 

exercises, make class presentations, and write a term  paper.  

 

Ling 430―Animal Communication  

(Victoria Anderson) 

 Much recent research has focused on animal behavior, 

cognition, and communication. After we broadly define and 

exemplify communication, we’ll examine hallmarks of human 

communication, especially language. We will use these 

hallmarks as a launching point from which to investigate several 

animal communication systems, with the goal of sharpening our 

understanding of both human and non-human systems. We will 

focus on aspects of acoustic communication (e.g., that of frogs, 

bats, songbirds, crows, parrots, cetaceans, elephants, one or 

more non-human primate species); visual communication (e.g., 

that of cephalopods,); olfactory communication, (e.g. that of 

dogs, ants, mice); and communication involving other sensory 

modalities (e.g., tactile/vibrational communication in bees, 

electromagnetic field communication in fish.) 

 

Linguistics 430 has a Contemporary Ethical Issues (E) Focus 

designation. At least 30% of course content will focus on ethical 

issues. At least 8 hours of class time will be spent discussing 

ethical issues. A key thread running through our explorations 

will concern how to use the knowledge we gain in this course. 

For instance, the characterization of human language as unique 

in the animal kingdom has often been used to draw sharp 

distinctions between humans and other species. If a nuanced 

approach to comparing human and animal communication 

systems were to show similarities, would that require a shift in 

our behavior with respect to those animals? For example, if we 

found that primates’ communicative abilities showed certain 

levels of social organization and cognition, should such findings 

affect human decisions regarding using primates for medical 

research, or deforesting their environments? To extend the 

question, exactly what level of similarity to human language (or 

other sophisticated system) would an animal communication 

system need to show, for that to become a factor in human 

decisions about other species and how we use them?  

 

Goals: Students who take the course will: 

 Gain a broad understanding of the hallmarks of human 

language and non-linguistic communication 

 Become familiar with several animal communication 

systems 

 Examine their ethical stances and thought processes 

concerning the relationships of human and non-human 

species 

 Receive training in ethical problem solving 

 Collaborate to examine research on an animal 

communication system 

 Collaborate to observe and collect original data on an 

animal communication system 

 

Ling 430 may be taken for graduate credit, as Ling 640G. Please 

contact the instructor regarding this option. 
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Ling 611―Acoustic and Auditory Phonetics 

(Victoria Anderson) 

 This course investigates basic principles of acoustics 

and audition as they relate to speech communication. Students 

who take the course will collaborate together to: 

 Learn about physical properties of speech waves (sound 

propagation, wave analysis, resonance, acoustic filters) 

 Examine relations between vocal tract articulations and their 

acoustic consequences (source-filter theory, vocal tract 

aerodynamics) 

 Receive training in basic principles of digital signal 

processing (sampling, quantization, pitch tracking, RMS 

amplitude, Fast Fourier Transforms, Linear Predictive 

Coding, spectral analysis) 

 Become skilled at using computer-based speech analysis 

tools to measure and compare acoustic characteristics of 

vowels, consonants and suprasegmentals 

 Gain knowledge about human hearing, and how physical 

properties of intensity and frequency relate to sensations of 

“loudness” and “pitch” (aural anatomy, non-linear 

amplitude perception, frequency response of the auditory 

system, cochleagrams) 

 Find out about variation in the physical characteristics of 

speech (intra- and inter-speaker variation, acoustic 

characteristics of women’s, men’s and children’s voices) 

 Gain exposure to speech perception experiments as tools to 

discover what cues listeners extract from what they hear 

(acoustic characteristics vs. acoustic cues, identification 

and discrimination tasks, categorical vs. continuous modes 

of perception, perceptual maps, confusion matrices) 

 Learn to relate acoustic, auditory and perceptual 

characteristics of sounds to language universals (quantal 

theory, adaptive dispersion theory, “preferred” vowels and 

consonants) 

 

Ling 622―Grammar 

(William O’Grady) 
This is an introduction to Government and Binding 

(Principles and Parameters) theory, presupposing no background 

in syntax other than Ling 422 or its equivalent.  The course will 

provide an overview of the theory, examining the standard 

version of its component modules and exploring the ways in 

which they interact with each other to account for a variety of 

natural language phenomena. 

Textbook: Haegeman, Liliane. 1994. Introduction to 

Government and Binding Theory. 2
nd

 ed. Blackwell. 

 

Ling 630―Field Methods 

(Lyle Campbell) 
 This course is designed to develop the students’ skills 

in linguistic fieldwork, including gathering data in an organized, 

careful, and culturally and ethically appropriate manner; 

databasing; and linguistic analysis. The students works with a 

language consultant, usually a speaker of a little-known 

language. This year the language will be Kamano, a Papuan 

language of Papua New Guinea. The course focuses on 

developing skills necessary for linguistic analysis and 

documentation of previously little described languages. 

 The course goals are: 

(i) To give ‘hands-on’ experience in 

linguistic elicitation work with a native 

speaker of a language you have not 

previously studied. 

(ii) To describe the basic structure of the 

language based on your own analysis of 

the data you collect. To develop a sketch 

of the phonology, morphology, and syntax 

of the language (as far as this is possible 

in this context). 

(iii) To relate your own linguistic interests to 

aspects of the investigation; where 

appropriate, to apply aspects of linguistic 

theory and analysis to the data obtained. 

(iv) To develop some degree of familiarity 

with the language in the context of its 

culture, geography, and history. 

(v) To learn good practices in terms of data 

management, metadata, archiving, etc. 

Textbook: Linguistic Fieldwork: A practical guide by 

Claire Bowern. 2008. New York: Palgrave-Macmillan. (Cheaper 

used copies are available at various internet sites (e.g. 

amazon.com, and abebooks.com). A cheaper eBook version may 

be available from various sources. A hardcopy is also available 

for loan from the instructor. Additional readings as assigned will 

be made available by the instructor. 

 

Ling 632―Laboratory Research  

(Amy Schafer) 

 This course covers commonly used techniques for 

quantitative research on language, including small-scale studies 

that might be part of field research and common experimental 

techniques used in the lab or the field.  It includes topics such as 

recording speech, using Praat, using spreadsheets, making 

graphs, conducting basic statistical analyses, using experimental 

software (e.g. E-Prime), planning how many 

participants/speakers you need for your study, learning ways in 

which your data can be affected by what you present to/ask your 

participants, dealing with outlier values, co-authorship practices, 

research ethics, and other aspects of planning, analyzing, and 

presenting your study.  Participants will be expected to do 

weekly reading, present demonstrations of hardware/software, 

complete methods assignments, implement a pilot-size project, 

and present and write up its method.  Note that the project grade 

is based on its implementation and method description (not the 

quality of the research question).  Ideally, students will use this 

class to implement a project proposed for another class.  There 

are no prerequisites for graduate students. 

 

Ling 640G― An Introduction to the Structure of Hawai`i 

Sign Language 

(James Woodward) 

This course provides students with introductory 

information about Hawai`i Sign Language, a critically 

endangered language isolate that developed independently of all 

other know languages.  The course has three major components, 

each comprising approximately one-third of course content:  1) 

theory, 2) language skills development, and 3) practical research.  

The theoretical component includes presentations on such topics 

as language endangerment and preservation; the particular 

sociolinguistic situation of Hawai`i Sign Language; transcription 

of sign languages, with particular reference to Hawai`i Sign 

Language; basic linguistic characteristics of Hawai`i Sign 
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Language; and sign language lexicography; among others.  

During the part of the course related to language skills 

development, students will develop basic conversational skills in 

Hawai`i Sign Language through interaction with fluent Deaf 

users of Hawai`i Sign Language.  Finally, the practical research 

component will involve students in supervised activities related 

to various aspects of the on-going documentation of Hawai`i 

Sign Language, including but not limited to historical library 

research, sign photography, processing of sign photographs into 

line drawings, sign videotaping, production of a dictionary of 

Hawai`i Sign Language, and production of teaching materials for 

Hawai`i Sign Language. 

 

Ling 640Y―Psycholinguistics 

(Amy Schafer) 

This course is a broad introduction to psycholinguistics, 

with emphasis on sentence processing by adults.  It is designed 

for MA and PhD students in Linguistics, Psychology, SLS, 

EALL and related disciplines, including those in experimental, 

analysis and documentation streams in Linguistics.  No previous 

experience with psycholinguistics is needed.  Areas covered 

include speech perception, word recognition and production, 

lexical ambiguity, sentence comprehension, reanalysis, discourse 

processing, sentence production, and the role of memory in 

language processing.  Participants will be expected to do weekly 

reading from a collection of articles and book chapters, present 

an article from the required reading list, and write a proposal for 

an experiment-based research project. 

Prerequisites: Completion of or concurrent enrollment 

in Ling 421 and Ling 421 or the equivalent, or consent of the 

instructor. 

 

Ling 646―Advanced Comparative Method 

(Robert Blust) 

This course assumes a basic knowledge of the 

Comparative Method of linguistics.  Its goal is to provide an 

introduction to a number of issues that have been at the center of 

controversy in the field of historical linguistics in recent years.  

Topics that will be covered include:  

1. the origin of language,  

2. long-range comparison: Legitimate enterprise 

or 'lunatic fringe'?,  

3. issues in historical reconstruction (formulaic 

vs. realistic reconstruction in phonology, the 

relationship of linguistic typology to historical 

reconstruction),  

4. issues in the theory of sound change (the status 

of the Neogrammarian changes conditioned?),  

5. is semantic reconstruction  possible?,  

6. issues in the theory of language contact (can 

we establish a hierarchy of borrowability?; are 

these 'mixed languages'?),  

7. issues in linguistic subgrouping (do biological 

taxonomy and linguistic phylogeny share a 

common conceptual framework?, how useful 

is the family tree model for describing the 

process of linguistic differentiation?,  

8. linguistic approaches to culture history and 

culture universals (can the Comparative 

Method of  linguistics supplement the 

archaeological record?, can the Comparative 

Method of linguistics be generalized to the 

explanation of non-linguistic culture traits?).   

The course grade will be based on: (1) solutions to 

problems which will be distributed as homework and discussed 

in class (30%), (2) three written article summaries, together with 

oral presentations (30%), (3) a term paper (40%).  Some reading 

will be distributed in class.  Others will be placed on reserve.  

No textbook will be required. 

 

Ling 710—Methods of Language Documentation 

(Andrea Berez) 
Contemporary language documentation is dedicated to 

producing a long-lasting, multipurpose record of a language.  

Students will gain practical, hands-on training in the skills 

needed to produce such a record of a language, including special 

attention to digital data collection, data sustainability, and the 

documentation of language-in-use.  The skills students develop 

in this class can be extended to future fieldwork or toward 

bringing an existing language documentation corpus in line with 

current best practices.  While individual pieces of software for 

documentary linguists may come and go, students will gain a 

firm understanding of the principles of data structure and data 

management in order to be productive in the future. 

By the end of the course, students will: 

 Be able to successfully complete the UHM 

internal Review Board process for Human 

Subjects Research, including documenting 

informed consent 

 Know how to make top-quality digital audio 

and video recordings of endangered languages 

 Know how to transcribe spoken discourse in a 

principled manner 

 Gain skills for managing, preserving, and 

disseminating data from endangered language 

documentation projects 

 Be familiar with best practices for use of the 

endangered language software and hardware 

 

Ling 720—Typology 

(Lyle Campbell) 
 Typology and universals are concerned with how languages 

are put together, what pieces languages contain, and how and why 

these pieces interact and function as they do. Students acquire a broad 

overview of the grammatical make-up of languages in general and an 

understanding of Functional-Typological linguistics, one major 

approach in contemporary linguistics. Typological linguistics is an 

important area of linguistics and a well-rounded education in 

linguistics needs an understanding of the fundamentals of this approach 

to explaining linguistic structure. It both contributes to and draws on 

the core areas of linguistics students have studied.  

 The course objectives are to acquire an understanding of 

typology and universals and their role in linguistics, to be able to read 

the current literature in functional-typological linguistics, and to be 

able to evaluate claims and assess arguments in this approach 

realistically. More specifically, upon completion of the course students 

should have developed ability to discuss and analyze typological 

questions; to apply typological methods in data collection and analysis 

of unfamiliar data, and also to see familiar data in a new light; to 

review, discuss, and present papers involving linguistic typology. 
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Ling 750G (1&2)―Professional Development: ICLDC 

Conference 

(Andrea Berez & Victoria Anderson) 

 In this course students will participate in the planning 

and running of the 4
th

 International Conference on Language 

Documentation and Conservation, including reviewing abstracts, 

establishing sub-committees covering liaisons with participants, 

program design, social events and other aspects of the 

conference.  They will assist in the running of the conference. 

 

Ling 750G (3)―Creating 20-year Plans for Endangered 

Languages 

(William O’Grady) 

The development of a 20-year plan, even if only 

hypothetical, should not only be of potential (hopefully real) 

benefit to the community in question, it should also be of benefit 

to the seminar participants by giving them an opportunity to 

become familiar with other plans, with what has worked and 

what hasn't in various communities, with the contributions that 

linguists can make to language planning, and so on. This will be 

a hands-on seminar, with everyone contributing on a weekly 

basis to the discussion through updates on the progress they are 

making on their own plans, on what they have been reading, on 

problems and possibilities, and so on.  The end result (and the 

course requirement) will be a first draft of a plan for the 

community/language on which you decide to work. 

Pre-requisites: Ling 617 would be useful to some 

extent, but not it is not vital. 

 

LING 750Q―Methods in Child Language Acquisition 

(Kamil Deen) 

This course provides in-depth instruction on the various 

methodologies employed in the study of child language, 

including naturalistic data, elicited imitation, elicited production, 

the act-out task, the truth value judgment task, grammaticality 

judgment task, felicity judgment task, etc.  Hands-on training 

will be provided for the construction of stimuli (both digital and 

otherwise), as well as detailed discussion of how child subjects 

impose various constraints on experimental design. 

Prerequisite: Linguistics 670 or equivalent.  Students 

can expect to get a combination of theoretical discussion and 

practical experimental design discussion.  Students can also 

expect to do a lot of practical, hands-on stimuli construction.  

Furthermore, students may learn something from the instructor, 

but the instructor expects to learn a lot from the students – so be 

prepared to share your own knowledge with the class. 

 

LING 750S―Variation in Indigenous Minority Languages 

(Katie Drager) 

 This course will investigate sociolinguistic variation in 

languages that are spoken by minority groups who are 

indigenous to the geographic region where the language is 

spoken.  Most work in variationist sociolinguistics has been 

done on majority languages, and a major goal of the course is to 

encourage variationist work on minority languages.  The 

coursework includes reading work conducted on a variety of 

different languages, designing a research project that 

investigates sociolinguistic variation in an indigenous minority 

language of the student’s choosing, and creating materials that 

can be used to teach communities about variation. 

 LING 640S Introduction to Sociolinguistics is a 

prerequisite for this course.  There is no textbook; the required 

reading is downloadable from the UH library system. 

 

LING 750X(2)―Issues in Austronesian Syntax 

(Yuko Otsuka) 

This seminar will examine various syntactic phenomena 

in Austronesian languages. The primary objective of this 

seminar is to introduce a range of syntactic phenomena that are 

characteristic of Austronesian languages. The secondary 

objective is to discuss how these phenomena are analyzed in the 

formal syntactic literature. Likely topics include the notion of 

subject, ergativity, Philippine-type focus system, V-initial word 

order, pseudo-cleft, pseudo-noun incorporation, verb 

serialization, and possessive constructions. Readings are drawn 

from various theoretical frameworks. 

 

Pre-requisite: LING622 (or consent) 

Textbook: collection of journal articles and book 

chapters 

 

LING 770―The Philippine Language Family 

(Robert Blust) 

This will be a ‘hands-on’ course for students who 

already have taken basic courses in at least phonology, 

morphology, and syntax.  Some knowledge of historical 

linguistics will also be an advantage, but is not a prerequisite.  

No prior knowledge of Philippine languages is assumed, but 

knowledge of an Austronesian language of island Southeast Asia 

(Taiwan, Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia) will definitely be an 

asset.  Heritage speakers of Philippine languages who lack a 

background in linguistics may take the course only if it can be 

cross-referenced to a 400-level equivalent, and the academic 

expectations for these students will be adjusted accordingly. 

 

Students will be expected to ‘adopt’ two Philippine 

languages, and to work toward a comprehensive description of 

each by the end of the semester.  Three progress reports will be 

required, the first on phonology, the second on morphology, and 

the third on syntax.  Because of the latter two topics are closely 

interwoven in Philippine-type languages, students who wish to 

combine them in a single report may do so, and then use the 

third report for some other aspect of the languages 

(sociolinguistics, historical change, etc.). 

The first three weeks will be in lecture format, 

providing background information on the area, the major 

typological features of the languages, and some aspects of the 

linguistic history of the Philippines.  Student progress reports 

with feedback from the instructor then occupy the large part of 

the remaining time. 

The last graded requirement is a term paper, which may 

build on all three of the progress reports, but must go beyond 

them in introducing new information, and in its general scope 

and detail. 

 

 


