
1

PatriciaA. Lee

Basedupon earlier work on indirect speechacts, ProfessorLee is now investigating
nonliteral usesof languageand the role of context and prosodyin the interpretationof such
utterances.Of particularrelevance is what informationis conveyed (eitherintentionallyor not)
by intonation,stressand othervoice qualities,aswell as the contribution of facial expressions
andphysical gesturesto themessage.The impactof the thecontinuallychanginglinguistic and
interpersonalcontext on the interpretationof what is said also plays a role in this research.
Related to and deriving from this work is a new study on how humans and animals
communicatewith eachotherinvolving to whatextent eachspeciesusesforms only (or primar-
ily) available to it and how messageexchanges are modifiied accordingto the environmental
constraints.

A long termprojectthatDr. Leehasbeenengaged in is thehistoryof modernpragmatics.
Beginning with the British interestin the studyof ordinary language(asopposedto philosoph-
ical/logical language)andtheriseof generative grammarin America,theredeveloped a rigorous
approachto semanticsandpragmaticswhich combinesa logical analysisof underlyingsyntactic
structurewith a formal interpretationof Griceanrulesof conversation to createa viable theory
of pragmatics.Thequestionof a theoryof semanticsis muchmorediffiicult in detail andthere
aremany opposingviewpoints, but a formalizationof conversational implicatureis progressing.
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